








Event Programme

s —————
10.20: Reception opens at All Saints, Bisham, for guests’ arrival

11:00: Commemoration Service begins with rededication of the grave, followed by
readings and music

11:30: Service ends

11:40: Short walk to Bisham Abbey National Sports Centre to board riverboat
Southern Comfort

12.00: Presentations and discussion aboard boat
13.00: Boat departs Bisham for lunch on the Thames

15.20: Arrival at Maidenhead and the end of the Event



Hans van de Ven’s Address

| have chosen to read to you verses from Isaiah 49 because, when Robert Hart decided to publish in a book the articles he had written to plead China’s
cause in the aftermath of the Boxer Rebellion, he chose to do so under the title These From the Land of Sinim, a phrase taken from Isaiah 49, verse 12.
Until Frank King, a historian of China who past away last December, set us straight, all of us assumed that Hart chose this title merely because in the
nineteenth century many, and especially China missionaries, believed Sinim to be the one reference to China in the Bible. However, as Frank made clear,
much more was going on, and what was going on is revealing of Hart's personality and the continuing influence of Christianity upon him.

Throughout his career as Inspector General of the Chinese Maritime Customs Service, Hart was at pains to veil his Christianity. He had no truck with what
he regarded as missionary hypocrisy or grand-standing. In one article in These From the Land of Sinim, Hart argued that the presumptiveness of
missionaries and their insistence on being treated just like Chinese officials had helped trigger the anti-Christian violence in China. In a diary entry of the
1860s, he recorded, with approval, a conversation between John Meadows, a non-conformist China adventurer, and a Dr MacCowan, who had been
extolling the equality of all races. Meadows had asked MacCowan whether he would sleep with a black woman, a question which elicited a rushed ‘no, no,
no’. Hart commented that he had thought the question clever and noted that ‘we may hold high sounding beliefs eloquently but insincerely’. He believed
that it was important to be truthful to one’s beliefs, but also that it was not easy to be so.

Hart arrived in China an intense young man, profoundly shaped by his Wesleyan upbringing in northern Ireland. In his diary, he recorded many religious
dreams he had at the time. As we know, he would not become a missionary and instead dedicated his life to building up the Customs Service. He did so,
no doubt because he was attracted to the prestige and the salary that came with being the Inspector General, but also because he did not believe himself
sufficiently worthy or pure, regularly failing to live up to the standards in his private life to which he believed Christians should adhere, especially in his
relationships with women, failings for which he castigated himself in his diary. At the same time, he saw the challenges of building up the service and the
frustrations thrown his way as serving a higher purpose, or, as a put it in his diary, as a ‘course of moral training which is fitting me for something in the
future’.

That moment came in the aftermath of the Boxer Rebellion, when the question was whether the countries that had invaded China to relieve the Siege of
the Legations should negotiate with the Qing, or whether they should overthrow it and divide the country up among themselves or place it under some sort
of international supervision. Hart decided that it should be the first. As Frank King made clear, he read verses of Isaiah 49 as a personal instruction from
God to speak out to the British and to other foreigners, to articulate an unpopular view, and to do his best to realize a reconciliation, convinced that this was
the special task for which God had prepared him and had kept him in readiness. Or, as he stated to Duncan Campbell, the head of the London Office of the
Customs Service, in a letter written just after the Siege had been lifted: ‘| am horribly hurt by all that has occurred, but ... | hold on to be of use to the
Service, to China, and to the general interest. | think | can be of use, and only | in all three directions’.



It is because of the background sketched out above that | believe it appropriate to read from Isaiah 49 at the rededication of Robert Hart's grave:

1 Listen, O coastlands, to Me, And take heed, you peoples from afar! The Lord has called Me from the womb; From the matrix of My mother He has made
mention of My name.

2 And He has made My mouth like a sharp sword; In the shadow of His hand He has hidden Me, And made Me a polished shaft; In His quiver He has
hidden Me.

3 And He said to me, ‘You are My servant, O Israel, In whom | will be glorified.’

4 Then | said, ‘I have labored in vain, | have spent my strength for nothing and in vain; Yet surely my just reward is with the Lord, And my work with my
God.'

5 And now the Lord says, Who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, So that Israel is gathered to Him (For | shall be
glorious in the eyes of the Lord, And My God shall be My strength),

6 Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; | will
also give You as a light to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.’

7 Thus says the Lord, The Redeemer of Israel, their Holy One, To Him whom man despises, To Him whom the nation abhors, To the Servant of rulers:
‘Kings shall see and arise, Princes also shall worship, Because of the Lord who is faithful, The Holy One of Israel; And He has chosen You.’

8 Thus says the Lord: ‘In an acceptable time | have heard You, And in the day of salvation | have helped You; | will preserve You and give You As a
covenant to the people, To restore the earth, To cause them to inherit the desolate heritages;



9 ‘That You may say to the prisoners, “Go forth”, To those who are in darkness, “Show yourselves”. They shall feed along the roads,
And their pastures shall be on all desolate heights.’

10 ‘They shall neither hunger nor thirst, Neither heat nor sun shall strike them; For He who has mercy on them will lead them, Even by the springs of
water He will guide them.

11 ‘I will make each of My mountains a road, And My highways shall be elevated.’
12 ‘Surely these shall come from afar; Look! Those from the north and the west, And these from the land of Sinim.’
13 Sing, O heavens! Be joyful, O earth! And break out in singing, O mountains! For the Lord has comforted His people, And will have mercy on

His afflicted.

(The New King James Bible, Isaiah 49:1-13)
Hans van de Ven, University of Cambridge



Robert Bickers’ Address

Extract from Hart’s unpublished diaries:
Sunday, 18 April, 1869. [E)78/\ZE=8#J+tH (Emperor Tongzhi 8th year, 3rd month, 7th day).

[...] ' want to be useful, and to do useful work: | don't care whether my name is remembered or not, but | do desire to carry in my own heart the
consciousness of having been of some use to my fellow men. Have | been of any use to them yet? [...]

| have made use of time and opportunity: | have laboured diligently — studying as a youth, & working as a man ... but if | had not caught time by the
forelock, & seized the opportunity forcefully some other could have done so, and the position, patronage, influence & wealth — which are now mine
pro tem — would simply have been another’s: — and he too might have made a better use of them than | have done or can hope to do.

[...] all this action commencing in self — carried on for self — and ending in self, which it may be styled duty done in providing the
means, what has it wrought out in the way of a useful end?

[...] as @ member of society - as a man among men and one of the human family, | fancy | have done my duty as such in my position & to my fellows ...
Not only did | try to do the called-for & paid-for work of each position well — but | tried to do it so that | should be pronounced to be doing it better than
another could, &, at the same time, ... | tried to prepare & fit myself for any higher duty that might devolve on me, ... That is, | have earned my livelihood,
& among men have won my right to live.

The point to which | have thus got can scarcely be said to carry me beyond myself: for it simply shows that, to some extent, | have done my duty to
myself, & think that | have done my duty to others.

[...] of what use has the work I've been paid to do really been to the world at large through the immediate circle touched & affected?

My work in the Consular Service was work done in furtherance of the views of England — work done to carry out the obligations into which England
had entered in order on the one hand to protect, by extraterritoriality, her own subjects from injustice, and on the other to ease the way for China, so
long isolated and secluded, to be brought into contact with the west, and under the influences of a Christian civilisation. That work, therefore, in the

Consular Service was necessary work ... [it] may too be styled not only necessary but grand.



Leaving the Consular and joining the Customs Service, | have not been leaving the groove in which | had previously ran: the work continued to be in the
same country, & had the advantage of work in the Consular Service by being the substitution of a direct for an indirect — | may say, of a positive for a
negative agency. ... | am conscious of having acted & lived in the past with many high motives — with many strong desires for usefulness — & with much
unselfishness at work in me: at the same time. | am also conscious of the act that petty motives & selfish ends have not been always absent; | have
prayed & laboured to do the right things, &, if | have not achieved popularity, | have maintained & strengthened my position, & with it the positions of all
those who, when one was selected instead of another, owing all to me, yet have turned against me.

| think then that | am right in concluding the work | am paid by men to do to be useful work: work that will have beneficial results in the future, apart from
its mere effect in meeting the will of the present, & answering the immediate end for which it is wanted & paid.

Beyond work paid for, what have | done? Officially & in my public capacity, | have been instrumental in getting China to take some little steps in the
direction of what we, in the west, are pleased to style progress, & to regard as of utility to the human family: ... | have helped the Chinese in this way
towards a more intimate connection with the west, and of preservation thereby of peace & a better understanding, ... and ... | have aided [them] in
many troubles — internal & external, & have been of use to them in the settlement of many questions & by the giving of much good advice. Thus publicly
& officially, | think | may claim to have done something for my fellows, & the world, over and above what the world has employed or paid me to do.

[...] Privately, of what use have | been? Setting aside the fact of the use | have been to myself — bettering my position, growing in wealth, and
accomplishing some of the hopes & dreams of boyhood & youth — | have the satisfaction of knowing that | have been of use to my family & friends [...]

The conclusion, then, that | have come to regarding the past is that: without forgetting many failures, many errors, many follies & many sins — many good
resolves broken, & many good resolves & works ran counter to — many things done that ought not to have been done, & many things left undone that
ought to have been done: | ought to look back with gratitude & thankfulness to the past, as having been a past in which | have worked usefully & well -
as a past not wholly wasted, even where the most was not made of it — as a past in which | have been doing & trying to do my duty, and as a past in
which worldly success has gone hand in hand with the desire to do right, & with the attempt to be a useful & efficient servant of society in my day and
generation. And for this, | ought to be, & am thankful to God: whom | try to acknowledge in all my ways — whose pardon | crave for all my sins &
shortcomings — whose goodness to me | acknowledge & am thankful for — and whose blessing & guidance | daily pray for, and now require more than
ever — now that | am reflecting on the past & endeavouring to think out my duty — as His creation - for the future.

Robert Bickers, Bristol University






Music Programme

Robert Hart was an accomplished amateur violinist and cellist, and in the 1880s also famously established a brass band,
using Chinese musicians. At today’s event, the organisers are delighted to have music provided by the local Waltham
St Lawrence Silver Band, under its conductor, Mr Derek Holland.

Mr Holland has prepared a selection of pieces drawn in part from Hart’s own handwritten programmes for performances of his
ensemble at garden parties in the diplomatic quarter in Beijing (some of this music is still in the repertoire today) with a
selection of others in keeping with the music Hart’s guests would have heard at these events.

Slaidburn W Rimmer

Salute to Sullivan Arthur Sullivan

Gold and Silver waltz Lehar

Chit Chat Polka J Strauss son

Bells across the Meadows Ketelbey

Finiculi Finicula (Napoli) Denza (from Hart's programmes)
Teddy Bear's Picnic John Bratton

The Chieftain J Jubb (from Hart's programmes)
Lustpiel Overture Kela Bela

Amparita Roca Jamie Texador

In a Monastery garden Ketelbey

Neapolitan serenade Gerhard Winkleyr

El Capitan Sousa (from Hart's programmes)
Deep Harmony Handel Parker

Trumpet Voluntary Jeremiah Clarke

Stars and Stripes Forever Sousa (from Hart's programmes)
Nights of Gladness Charles Ancliffe

Blaze away Holzmann

The Lonely Mill Handel Lancaster

Marche Militaire Schubert

Minuet and Galop Offenbach

Soldiers in the Park Lionel Monckton 1















Appendix 1

Weipin Tsai, ‘Sir Robert Hart’

‘Modest in life, in death Sir Robert Hart, G.C.M.G., Inspector-General of Customs and Posts in China, went without pomp
to his grave. It was difficult to imagine that, amid a small assembly of mourners, in a sequestered village of Berkshire,
final rites were being performed over one the influence of whose genius had been world-wide.’

(South Bucks Free Press, Wycombe, Maidenhead and Marlow Journal etc., 29th September, 1911.)

Who would have ever anticipated that Sir Robert Hart (1835 -1911), would be laid to rest at this peaceful spot in Bisham churchyard? Born in Portadown,
County Armagh, and educated in Somerset and Belfast, he travelled to China in 1854 at the tender age of 19, and spent a lifetime there, returning
permanently to Great Britain only in his final years.

Hart joined the Imperial Chinese Maritime Customs Service in 1859, and was formally appointed its second Inspector General (1.G) in 1863, a post he
held for 48 years. Under Hart’s patient, persistent but at times also passionate direction, the Chinese Maritime Customs Service was built up to become
the most influential institution in modern China. Besides setting up and administering the systems which enabled the opening up of China to foreign trade,
Hart and his commissioners at treaty ports also managed the establishment of diplomatic missions; set up national postal, cartographic and meteorology
services; created translation schools; and organised lighthouse construction and harbour modernisation, as well as many other innovations that eased
China’s passage into the modern world.

Hart, who though British also held a very high-rank within the Imperial Qing Government, occupied a unique position in modern Chinese history after the
end of the Opium Wars in the mid nineteenth century. Hart’s career not only reflects the progress of Chinese modernisation, but also mirrors the
Sino-British relations at different stages. In addition to those important activities listed above, he was also often invited by the Chinese government to act
as a mediator in many negotiations with the Western countries, and was referred as ‘our Hart' by his senior Chinese colleagues.

As a young man, brimming with enthusiasm and driven by a Victorian ethic of service, Hart worked in China as a consular official before joining the
Customs Service. As its Inspector General, Hart stewarded the Customs Service through many difficult decades, and was at the centre of China’s
adjustment to the demands and perils of a world dominated by the European powers. In his old age, Hart was resolute in his belief that China would
eventually regain its prestige and status among the nations of the world.
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Hart had a town house in Cadogan Place, London, but after his final return from China in 1908, he and his wife travelled a lot around the UK. They
visited Belfast and Taunton, and also leased houses in various seaside towns including Torquay. Hart and his wife rented ‘Fingest Grove’ at Bolter End,
near Marlow, from the beginning of August 1911, where he received correspondence and guests. Unfortunately, Hart's health deteriorated quickly and
unexpectedly shortly after they arrived at Bolter End and he died there on 20th September 1911.

Hart was not really known to the local communities around Marlow and it is a puzzle for historians why he was buried at Bisham, with several other
churches being much closer to Bolter End. It could be that Hart had heard of the Hoby memorials in All Saints Church, paid a visit, and was stuck by the
tranquil beauty of the church’s setting. Or perhaps the environment of Bisham village, with its beautiful setting amidst the river and hills, reminded him of
Ningbo in China, a place of which he had strong, very fond memories. Perhaps he expressed this view to his family, and when he suddenly died, they
decided to bury him there.

This year will mark the 150th anniversary of Hart's appointment as Inspector General and on 22nd February a ceremony will be held beside his humble
grave in All Saints’ churchyard at Bisham. The event will start with a blessing of the restored gravestone, followed with some words of dedication by
Professor Hans van de Ven (University of Cambridge) and Professor Robert Bickers (University of Bristol). Waltham St. Lawrence Silver Band will play
tunes that were played by Hart's famous brass band (the first ever in China) during his days in the diplomatic quarter in Beijing, next to the Emperor’s
great palace in the Forbidden City. The group of visitors, which will include British and Chinese diplomats, scholars and others with a background in
Sino-British relations, will then have a river cruise on the Thames. The organisers hope to follow up this event with the creation of a fund in memory of
Robert Hart to celebrate his many legacies for China, Britain, Ireland, and the world.

(Originally published in Bisham Newsletter, February - March 2013)
Weipin Tsai, Royal Holloway, University of London
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